
Pursuing passions

T hese kids do too much” 
is a phrase often used by 
teachers and parents alike. 
Each might blame the 

other for packing too much into the 
day, but what if the child in question is 
thriving on the challenge?

Meet the amazing Hayley Ip. Just 
10 minutes with this girl will change 
your life. After meeting her, you will 
probably feel incredibly lazy, but you 
will also be inspired to do something.

Sixteen-year-old Hayley is joint 
president, with Ishaan Laul, of the 
student union at Island School (part 
of the English Schools Foundation). 
Each year, students campaigning to 
become president name their party. 
Hayley’s group is called SOAR, 
Seeking Opportunities and Achieving 
Recognition – the name alone speaks 
volumes about her ambition.
 
Busy schedule
As well as some of her requirements 
to support students in the lower years 
of the school, Hayley is determined 
to do something meaningful. “I want 
to create opportunities for students so 
they can show who they are – or find 
out who they are – through charity 
experiences.”

So here is the rundown of things 
that keep Hayley busy:
•  Educating her fellow students 

about the Changing Young Lives 
foundation

•  Creating art works for a charity 
auction

•  Setting up a student-to-student 
support service

•  Setting up a first aid team to support 

teams at sports events
• Science tutoring
• English tutoring
The debating club and speech and 
drama festival are just for fun!

Hayley’s motivation to do all this 
volunteering is not completely selfless. 
She explains, “I used to play squash at 
a high level. I was on the Hong Kong 
team, but I sprained my ankle and I 
can’t play at that [top] level anymore. 
But by being a first aider at events, or 
a referee, I can still feel a connection 
to sport.”

She has come to realise that feeling 
a connection is important for her as 
she makes the very mature statement, 
“When you help others, you are also 
helping yourself.” Which is why she 
and the SOAR team give up their 
lunchtimes to listen to students’ 
worries.

A listening ear
Hayley finds that, “If students are 
sad about their friends or are having 
disagreements with their parents, 
we can sympathise with them. I go 
through the same problems as well. 
When you talk to them [students] it is 
like talking to yourself. I hear myself 
saying, ‘maybe take a step back and 
maybe try and think about what your 
parents might be feeling’. I find that 
my guiding of others has improved 
my relationships with my friends and 
parents. It is not only me that is going 
through it, and I know the right advice 
to offer.”

Island School Vice Principal 
Monica Gilbert Saez says, “Hayley’s 
idea of a student-to-student support 

service is wonderful. We have adult 
counsellors onsite but the service that 
Hayley set up is like having a big 
brother or big sister around for when 
a younger student needs guidance on 
social conventions. They had to have 
training before the service started; we 
[the teachers] told them the steps they 
can work through to help students 
and we taught them to recognise 
when an adult might be needed. The 
commitment and enthusiasm that the 
students show is boundless and the 
school is a unique place because of it.”

The aspiring medic also takes great 
joy in her first aid team duties. “At 
the 24-hour race around the Peak 
someone got a handful of caterpillar 
stings and I had to pull them out one-
by-one,” Hayley says with a smile. 

Maybe Hayley’s schedule is a little 
packed, but it is definitely her choice 
and the fulfilment she gets from her 
commitments makes it worth it.

Hayley’s mother Mrs Ip explains, 
“Hayley has lots of motivation and lots 
of ideas, and I am not going to stop 
her acting on then. I am a very proud 
mother, but I am not interested in 
reflective glory or the difference these 
things will make to her university 
applications. All I ask for is a happy 
child.”
 
Showtime!
Fulfilment for 12-year-old Jorja 
Townson comes in the form of singing 
and dancing. Jorja, who by testament 
of her mother is singing from the 
moment she wakes up until the time 
she goes to bed, has sometimes driven 
her family mad. So it was a happy 
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and proud household when Jorja got 
the part of Brigitta in The Sound of 
Music at the Academy of Performing 
Arts. Performing in this professional 
production from London’s West End 
is not for the faint-hearted. Rehearsals 
started in April with 10 intensive days 
over the Easter school break. During 
the term time, Jorja rehearsed from 
4 until 8pm, three evenings a week, 
and all day Saturdays and Sundays. 
In the week leading up to the opening 
show, Jorja was in rehearsals, costume 
fittings and safety briefings full-time. 
The Sound of Music went on to play to 
sell-out audiences. Jorja says, “I step 
on stage with so much energy and I 
know that I need to make the  
audience believe I am Brigitta.”

The demanding schedule hasn’t 
dampened Jorja’s passion for singing 
and dancing – in fact, it has made her 
more ambitious. Jorja says, “Working 
with the professional cast has taught 
me discipline, has increased my 
confidence and it has been fun  
making new friends. It has also made 
me think whether this is something 
I would like to proceed with when I 
leave school.”

“It has also helped me to become 
more organised. Having to juggle 
homework, schoolwork and the 
performances has meant that I have 
had to learn how to better manage my 
time and not procrastinate.”

Jorja wanted to find out more 
about her character, middle daughter 

Brigitta Von Trapp, so her parents 
managed to get in contact with Angela 
Cartwright who played Brigitta 
in the original 1964 The Sound of 
Music movie. Cartwright sent Jorja 
a black and white photo of herself in 
one of her Brigitta costumes with a 
handwritten note – which has become 
a cherished memento.

It is a wonderful thing to find a 
passion at a young age, and who is to 
say that in 10 or 20 years time Hayley 
and Jorja might have changed their 
minds about the things they love. But 
right now these girls are using their 
childhood to pursue the things that 
make them happy – and learning 
some extremely valuable life lessons 
along the way. 
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