
Background 

 Unlike other subjects you might have 
exams on (such as Maths) in RE you’re 
supposed to think about what you’re 
learning and come to your own conclu-
sions. 
A lot of the topics we study are pretty 
controversial—such as Euthanasia or 
immigration.  In RE you have to decide 
where you stand on these difficult is-
sues. 
HOWEVER, it is not enough to just 
weigh in with opinions based on how 
you feel that afternoon.  In the exam you 
have to back up what you say with rea-
sons and evidence from the Bible or the 
teachings of Christian leaders.  You also 
have to know why some people disagree 

With you.  In other words, you need to 
present both sides of the argument, give a 
fair hearing to a topic. 
Remember you get half of your marks 
from knowing things and half from opin-
ions.  As much as you need to be able to 
argue and show that you are convincing, 
you still need to learn all the basics—
know what key words mean, what differ-
ent Christians believe (Roman Catholics, 
Protestants, Baptists & Quakers etc) and 
opposing viewpoints. 
Off you go—commit each topic to mem-
ory and then figure out your take on it and 
see if that is the same or different to the 
majority of religious believers. 
Enjoy!! 
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Marriage and the family 
1. Reasons for the changing attitudes to marriage, divorce, 

family life & homosexuality in the UK 
2. Christian attitudes to sex outside marriage 
3. The purposes of Christian marriage 
4. The features of the Christian wedding ceremony and how 

it supports the purposes of marriage 
5. Different Christian attitudes to divorce and reasons 
6. Different Christian attitudes to homosexuality and reasons 
7. Different Christian attitudes to contraception and reasons 
8. Christian teachings on family life and its importance 
9. Different ways the Church help with the raising of 

children 
10. How the media presents issues about marriage and 

family and whether their portrayal is fair to Chris-
tians.  (My Big Fat Greek Wedding, Marley & Me & 
Finding Nemo) 

Key Words 

1. Adultery - A sexual act between a mar-
ried person and someone other than 
their marriage partner. 

2.  Civil partnership - A legal ceremony 
giving a homosexual couple the same 
legal rights as a husband and wife. 

3. Cohabitation - Living together without 
being married. 

4. Contraception - Intentionally prevent-
ing pregnancy from occurring. 

5. Faithfulness - Staying with your part-
ner and having sex only with them. 

6. Homosexuality - Sexual attraction to 
the same sex. 

7. Nuclear family - Mother, father and 
children living as a unit. 

8. Pre-marital sex - Sex before marriage. 
9. Procreation - Making a new life. 
10. Promiscuity - Having sex with a num-

ber of partners without commitment. 
11. Re-constituted family - Where two 

sets of children (stepbrothers and step-
sisters) become one family when their 
divorced parents marry each other. 

12. Re-marriage - Marrying again after 
being divorced from a previous mar-
riage. 



Different Christians hold different views on this issue 

LEARN YOUR KEY TERMS! 

Changing attitudes to family 

life in UK 

Marriage in the UK—TIMES ARE CHANGING! 
1. The number of marriages in the UK per year has been decreasing for at least 

thirty years. There are also signs that marriage is becoming more popular again. 
2. At the same time, it’s become more popular (and acceptable) for couples to co-

habit, either instead of getting married or in preparation for marriage. 
⇒ However, UK government statistics show that couples who live together be-

fore marriage are more likely to divorce.  (Can you think of reasons why?) 
3. It is also acceptable for couples of the same-sex to live together and to commit to 

one another legally through a civil partnership. 
4. People are more tolerant of the views of others and religion does not always guide 

the views of every one. 

Christian attitudes to sex 

outside marriage 

The bible teaches that sex outside marriage is wrong.  Sex is an act of  love and commitment and 
should only take place in a marriage.  This includes having sex before being married (this is 
known as _____________) or having sex with someone when you are already in a relationship 
with someone else (__________________). Christians are taught to avoid having casual sexual 
relationships (__________________) and believe married couples should show faithfulness to 
one another. 

⇒ Family life is seen as very important by most Christians.  It is believed to be better for a 
child to have a father and a mother present (ideally the biological parents) so that they grow 
up with one role model of  each sex. 

⇒ Ideally, a stable family can give a child a sense of  identity and a feeling of  security, teaching 
him or her how to behave in different social situations, and how to give and receive love.   

⇒ Many Christian churches offer help in raising children through Sunday schools.  These 
schools aim to teach Christian morals and ideals by studying Bible stories and Jesus’ teach-
ings. 

The Bible says (look up the complete passages and think about what they tell us): 
1.1.  You shall not commit adultery (Exodus 20:14)You shall not commit adultery (Exodus 20:14)  
2.2.  God wants you to be holy and completely free from sexual immorality (1 Thess 4:3)God wants you to be holy and completely free from sexual immorality (1 Thess 4:3)  
3.3.  Anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart Anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart 

(Matthew 5:28)(Matthew 5:28)  
4.4.  Do you not know that your body is a temple for the Holy Spirit? (1 Corinth 6:19)Do you not know that your body is a temple for the Holy Spirit? (1 Corinth 6:19)  



Sacrament - an outward sign of something holy, usually rep-resenting an aspect of God’s relationship with human beings. 

Christian attitudes to divorce 

⇒ We know the churches take different viewpoints, but remember they all believe that 
marriage is a sacrament and therefore the breaking of that sacrament is undesir-
able. A divorce is granted by the courts when a marriage has irretrievably broken 
down.  The usual reasons are adultery, unreasonable behaviour or desertion. 

⇒ The breakdown of marriage is seen as a tragedy by all Christians and many churches 
offer counselling and support to couples to help them reconcile their differences. 

NOT all Christians agree whether divorce is permissible or even possible...NOT all Christians agree whether divorce is permissible or even possible...  
Roman Catholics state that it is actually impossible to divorce.  Marriage is a sacra-Roman Catholics state that it is actually impossible to divorce.  Marriage is a sacra-
mentment——God has joined the couple together “into one flesh” and this cannot be undone.  God has joined the couple together “into one flesh” and this cannot be undone.  
However, if there were false pretences the marriage can be annulled However, if there were false pretences the marriage can be annulled -- they would have  they would have 
to agree that one person was forced into marriage or they couple did not have sex/to agree that one person was forced into marriage or they couple did not have sex/
children.children.  

The Church of England states that divorce is possible and accepts 
that some marriages fail. Divorced people can only re-marry in church if they find a vicar willing to marry 
them, but this does not satisfy every member of the Church. 
 
Non-conformist Churches (e.g. Baptists & Methodists) will generally re-marry divorcees, but an individual 
minister can refuse to do so if this goes against his or her own conscience. 
 
Jesus himself was anti-divorce, but he preached FORGIVENESS.  In Matthew 19:8-9 says that divorce and 
remarriage  are only permitted to someone whose partner has been unfaithful.  Some Christians would prefer 
people to divorce rather than to continue to live unhappily and fight all the time. 

A Christian wedding has LEGAL, SOCIAL & RELIGIOUS FEATURES 

Using your class work—list them down and think what each part symbolises 

The Christian faith val- ues marriage very highly—the joining of husband and wife in 
holy matrimony reflects the union of Jesus with his followers. 
Jesus taught that marriage should be a lifelong union - marriage is seen as a covenant 
or contract between two people, involving commitment and responsibility. Christianity 
teaches that the purpose of marriage is for two people to offer love and mutual sup-
port and for pro-creation (purpose of bringing children into this world). 
The church recognises that not everyone is called to marriage and some choose celibacy 

The purpose of Christian 

marriage and the ceremony 

Why is marriage important to Christians? 



Homosexuality 

Religious attitudes to SEX 

Christianity has laws concerned with sex.  This doesn’t mean that religious people think 
that there is anything wrong or dirt about having sex - quite the opposite!  Traditionally 
they believe that the only right context for sexual activity is within marriage. 

Liberal Christians considered that this view is 
outdated—they might argue that the Scriptures 
were written when contraception was unreliable 
and the danger of unwanted pregnancy was very 
great.  They would argue that allowing sex be-
fore marriage gives young people a chance to ex-
plore their sexuality and channel their sexual 
urges.   
This view is only taken by some Christians and 
even they believe in committed monogamous (one 
person) relationships. 
Roman Catholics & Evangelical Protestants would 
challenge this idea and say that moral principles 
never change and Jesus had a good reason to 
teach people that sex was best inside a married 
relationship. 
Why do they agree with Jesus’ teachings?Why do they agree with Jesus’ teachings?  

The Christian Church teaches that the total giv-
ing of self in sex shouldn’t be treated causally—
self-control and sexual restraint (waiting) are 
considered important. 

⇒ Christians are urged to keep sex within 
marriage for positive reasons. 

⇒ Promiscuity is wrong because it’s seen as 
dishonouring yourself.  People should not 
been seen as a sex object.  This is why 
they do not believe in prostitution. 

⇒ Adultery is forbidden in the Ten Command-
ments. 

 
This leads us onto the conversation of CONTRA-

CEPTION.  Why would a Christian choose to use 
birth control? 
 
 
Different types: 
1. Barrier methods - condoms, femidoms 
2. Hormonal methods - the pill 
3. Abortive methods - morning after pill, the coil 

(IUD) 
4. Natural methods - the Rhythm method 

(allowed by Roman Catholics) Homosexuality means being attracted to members of 
the same sex.   
1. It is seen in other species, and many non-religious 

people see it as a natural alternative to hetero-
sexuality. 

2. The sacred writings in the Bible seem to say that 
homosexual sex is wrong.  The various passages are 
interpreted differently leading to conflicting opin-
ions. 

3. Civil Partnerships became legal in the UK in Decem-
ber 2005.  They give homosexual couples the same 
rights as married couples concerning things like 
custody of children. 

4. Although the law is more accepting, the Churches 
are divided, especially in the case of homosexual 
clergy. 

Roman Catholics recommend that homosexuals 
should remain celibate.  Being homosexual is not 
a sin, but having homosexual intercourse is a sin. 
Many evangelical protestant Christians are 
strongly opposed to homosexuality and believe 
homosexuals can be changed through prayer.  In 
Leviticus it says that a man should not have sex-
ual relations with another man.  St Paul also 
writes that homosexual offenders will not in-
herit the Kingdom of God 
Liberal members of the Church of England are 
more sympathetic, but divided.  They say the 
relationship should be judged on the strength on 
the love and commitment.   
Quakers welcome homosexuals into the Church 
as religion is a spiritual issue not a sexual one. 



So families—what do we think? 

After considering the attitudes of Christians towards sex outside of marriage and the im-
portance of having children and bringing them up in a stable family, do you think Christians 
should approve or disapprove of the use of contraception? 
⇒ Give reasons for your answer.  Show why there might be different attitudes to con-

traception in Christianity. 
 
 
 
 
For most Christians, a barrier method (such as the cap or condom) is acceptable because 
the sperm and egg are prevented from meeting and so contraception cannot take place.  
The conventional pill, which prevents conception by suppressing ovulation is acceptable.  
The Roman Catholic church believes that every sexual act should be open to the possibility 
of conception. 

The importance of family life within Christianity is shown through its inclusion in the ten 
commandments: 
⇒ Honour your mother and father (Exodus 20:12) 
 
The Bible also teaches about the relationship between parents and children: 
⇒ ‘Children, obey your parents… Parents, do not exasperate your children, instead, 

bring them up in the instruction of the Lord’ (Ephesians 6: 1-4) 
 
Do you think the traditional family of two heterosexual parents the best form of family?  
Give two reasons for your answer. 
 
Christians believe that having children is one of the purposes of marriage and that chil-
dren are a gift from God.  Parents have responsibilities towards them to: 
1. Care for them properly 
2. Teach them how to live and to accept authority 
3. Teach them about God 
4. Take their child to baptised and promise to bring them up in a loving, Godly home 
⇒⇒  In return, children are expected to respect their parents… remember!In return, children are expected to respect their parents… remember!  

There are several types of family (nuclear, re-
constituted, extended, single-parent), but 
Christians value marriage as the best basis for the 
family.  How is this shown in Marley & Me? 



 Explain why some Christians may 

be against the use of  contracep-

tion? [8] 

 ‘Religion can help keep a family to-

gether.’  In your answer you should refer 

to Christianity 

Some people agree... [3] 

Other people might disagree... [3] 

 Do you think marriage is important? 

Do you think divorcees should be allowed 

to re-marry in a Christian church? 

Do you agree with contraception? 

 What is a nuclear family? 

What is cohabitation? 

What is procreation? 

What is a civil partnership? 

What is promiscuity? 

Examination question 

Test yourself: Explain how the Christian marriage ceremony reflects its teachings Test yourself: Explain how the Christian marriage ceremony reflects its teachings [8] 

 

 
⇒ Have you used technical terms: sac-
rament, eternity, prayers, blessing?   
⇒ Point, evidence, explain? 
⇒ What would you give yourself? 

Quick questions for practice 

Your own answer: Your own answer:     



Religion and Community Cohesion 
1. Government action to promote community cohesion 
2. Changing attitudes to the role of women 
3. Christian attitudes to women 
4. UK as a multi-ethnic & multi-faith society 
5. Christian attitudes to racial harmony 
6. Christian attitudes to other religions and the 

reasons for them 
7. Issues raised by living in a multi-faith society 
8. Ways in which religions work to promote commu-

nity cohesion 
9. How community cohesion has been covered in 

the media and ask if it was fair to religious be-
liefs (Vicar of Dibley & Rabbit Proof Fence 
and current newspaper reports) 

  

Key Words 

1. Community cohesion - a common 
vision and share sense of belonging 
for all groups in society 

2. Religious freedom - the right to 
practise your religion and change 
your religion 

3. Discrimination - treating people less 
favourably because of their ethnic-
ity/gender/colour etc 

4. Prejudice - believing some people 
are inferior or superior without even 
knowing them 

5. Sexism - discriminating against peo-
ple because of their gender (being 
male or female) 

6. Ethnic minority - a member of an 
ethnic race which is smaller than the 

majority group 

7. Multi-ethnic society - many dif-
ferent races and cultures living to-
gether in one society 

8. Racism - the belief that some 
races are superior to others 

9. Racial harmony - different races/
colours living together happily 

10.  Multi-faith society - many differ-
ent religions living together in one 
society 

11. Religious pluralism - accepting all 
religions as having an equal right 
to coexist 

12. Interfaith marriage - marriage 
where the husband and wife are 

different religions 



Government action to promote Community Cohesion
Government action to promote Community Cohesion  

The UK is a multi-ethnic, multi-faith society, so it can be hard for members of a community to 

feel they have much in common.  They can lack ‘community cohesion’.  This is particularly true 

of places where there are lots of people from ethnic minorities.  The Government is trying to 

promote the idea of ‘Britishness’ as something that goes beyond racial & cultural differences 

to help tie communities together.  The Race Relations Act (1976) has made it illegal to dis-

criminate on the grounds of race, colour or nationality or to publish anything leading to hatred. 

 

Prejudice has many causes - it is often 

the result of inaccurate beliefs 

Prejudice & Equality 

The world we live in is full of people from different religious, racial & cultural back-
grounds.  And the way each religion deals with this is important, as it can help or hin-
der the building of communities. 
⇒ How do we judge others? Appearance / Speech / Clothes / Skin colour…  
 
The Bible has plenty of anti-prejudice stories 
1. The idea of ‘do unto others as you would have them do unto you’ is a fundamen-

tal part of Christian teaching. 
2. Generally Christians believe that everyone was created equal by God, and so 

they try to avoid discrimination and promote equality.  They look to the example 
of Jesus, who told stories of equality and mixed with a variety of people. 

3. Parable of the Good Samaritan is about a man helping out his enemy. 
4. St Paul wrote to the Colossians saying “there is not Greek or Jew, Slave or free, 

but Christ is in all.”  

⇒ What is Community Cohesion? 

Government legislation covers six key areas: gender, race, disability, age, faith & belief, and sex-
ual orientation.  Community cohesion means different communities living together and sharing 
four things in common: 
 

1.  A common vision and sense of  belonging 
2. Appreciating and valuing the differences between people of  different cultures 
3. Ensuring equal opportunities for all in the community 
4. Making strong and positive relationships with people of  different races. 
 
 

The action from the government includes: 

⇒ Practical support on cohesion (helping people work together) 

⇒ A new interfaith strategy that focuses on what needs to be done to promote interaction and dialogue be-
tween faiths 

⇒ Funding for local authorities to respond to problems such as immigration, and to encourage links be-
tween groups from different backgrounds through youth projects, school or places of worship twinning 
programmes, local pride in the community campaigns and meetings for conflict resolution. 

How can this help 
unite communities 

together? 



Sexism - changing attitudes to 

the roles of women in the UK 

Until quite recently, most people thought that a woman’s rôle in society was to stay 
at home and look after the children.  It was only in 1918 that women in this country 
were allowed to vote for the first time and as you might have seen in the film 
MADE IN DAGENHAM women were not given equal pay until 1970.  In 1910 only 
15% of married women worked outside the home.  During the Second World War 
with all the able men fighting in France and across the world women took the place 
of men - working in factories, on farms, building bridges etc 
 
⇒ Women’s rights have changed dramatically along with their legal rights, however many would claim 

that inequality still exists.  Do you think that in some cases women still are not equal with men? 
Give two reasons to support your point of view. 

 
 

Christian attitudes to equal rights for women in the Church 

Christians today believe that men and women should have equal rights, al-
though their rôles may be different.  Remember Remember -- equal does not mean the  equal does not mean the 
SAMESAME!  One big disagreement in the church is about whether women can 
become priests or Church leaders (e.g. Bishops).  It has only been since 
1994 that women in the Church of England have been allowed to become 

priests, and they are still not allowed in The Roman Catholic church.  Do not make the mistake of 
thinking that because women priests are not allowed that the Roman Catholic church is sexist… 
 
What do these Bible verses tell you about the place of women at the time of Jesus’: 
⇒ ‘There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female, 

for we all are one in Christ Jesus.’ Galatians 3:28 
⇒ ‘Women should remain silent in the Churches.  They are not allowed to speak, but must be in sub-

mission, as the law says.’ 1 Corinthians 14:34 
⇒ ‘Submitting yourself one to another in fear of God’. Ephesians 5:21 
⇒ ‘So God created man in his own image, in the image of god created him, male and female he created 

them.’ Genesis 1:27 
⇒ ‘Now Deborah, a prophet, was leading Israel at that time. She held court under the Palm of Deb-

orah between Ramah and Bethel... and the Israelites went up to her to have their disputes de-
cided.’ Judges 4:3-5 

 
Attitude to women priests: 
Evangelical protestants - men should be the head of the family and women should not speak in church 
or be ministers or priest as ordered by St Paul.  They take a fundamental approach to the Bible and 
believe it is the unalterable word of God.  They allow / do not allow women priests (make your choice!) 
Liberal protestants (e.g. Methodists, Baptists & some members of Church of England) - men and women 
should have equal rôles in life including religion and so allow religion priests.  This is influenced by St 
Paul’s writings saying that men and women are on in Christ, also because Jesus treated Martha & Mary 
like his close disciples.  They allow / do not allow women priests (make your choice!) 
Roman Catholics - men and women should have equal rôles because men and women have equal status in 
the eyes of God as written in the Bible passages about being created in the image of God.  Priests are 
representatives of Jesus at the mass and should be like him.  They allow / do not allow women priests 



What is the solution to racism? How 
can we achieve this? 

Why Christians should 

promote racial harmony 

Christianity is opposed to racism.  The Bible teaches that all races are equal in the eyes of God: 

⇒ ‘For God created man in his own image.’ Genesis 1:27 

⇒ ‘God does not show favouritism, but accepts men from every nation.’ Acts 10:34-35 

⇒ ‘There is neither Jew nor Greek… you are all one in Christ.’ Galatians 3:28 

⇒ ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ Luke 10:27 
Jesus always treated people the same, no matter where they were from and what type of nationality they 
were.  In the Parable of the Good Samaritan he taught that people of different ethnic and racial groups 
should love one another. This is known as RACIAL HARMONY. 

Do you think the Christian Church has done enough to 
combat racism? 
 
Today, Christian churches throughout the world condemn racism and encourage all Christians to 
treat everyone equally.  The Methodist Church regards racism as a direct contradiction of the 
Gospel of Jesus.  According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, ‘Every form of social and 
cultural discrimination must be curbed and eradicated as incompatible with God’s design. 

⇒ The UK is a multi- ethnic society, which means that it is made up of many differ-
ent races, cultures and nationalities living together in one society.  Many people in the 
past have been worried about immigration and occasionally there are still fears publi-
cised on the television news. 

 
We have to remember that the UK has always been a land of many races, since the invasion 
by the Romans 2,000 years ago, through to the Saxons, the Normans and now us! 

⇒ Why do you think people are racist? 
 
 
One of the serious problems that can occur in a multi-ethnic society is racism.  Racism is the 
belief that certain ethnic groups are superior to others.  This has lead to many people being 
treated badly and their human rights not being respected just because of their nationality. 

Questions to think about: Should all immigrants to the UK have to speak English?  

Should they promise to be respectful to our government and Queen? 

 
Being a multi-ethnic society has many advantages, especially concerned with understanding 
and appreciating different cultures and beliefs. 

The UK as a multi-ethnic society 

Martin Luther King is one of the many Christians who have fought against racism. 



Look up the definition of the word 
ASYLUM SEEKER 

Helping people seeking 

asylum 

  
ASSIST Sheffield (stands for Asylum Seeker Support Initiative - Short Term) is a charity 
that helps destitute asylum seekers in and around Sheffield.  Asylum seekers become des-
titute when all the support they have been receiving from the government is withdrawn 
when they do not achieve asylum.  After this they are not allowed to work and many 
struggle daily for food. Look at their website - www.assistsheffield.org.uk  

⇒ ASSIST relies very much on the generosity of  the public of  all faiths to meet the 

basic living needs of  the asylum seekers, however it 
does depend particularly on Christians for support.  St 
Thomas Church in Sheffield works to help them by 
raising money and volunteering at the shelter. 
 

⇒ Find out about a local church in Hong Kong 

that looks after asylum seekers.  Produce a pack-
age of  information about their work.  

⇒ The UK is made up of people of many different races, cultures & religions (I know 
you know, but just don’t forget it!)  

41 million Christians / 1.5 million Muslims / 500,000 Hindus / 300,000 Jews41 million Christians / 1.5 million Muslims / 500,000 Hindus / 300,000 Jews  
300,000 Sikhs / 150,000 Buddhists300,000 Sikhs / 150,000 Buddhists  

⇒ What are the benefits of living in a country that has many different religious groups? 

We are fortunate to have a varied and rich cultural life, a better understanding of differ-
ent cultures and viewpoints, a greater tolerance and understanding of other ways of life. 
Religious freedom means that religious groups from all over the world can live peacefully to-
gether.  It means that people are able to understand other religions and are less worried 
about people who are different from themselves, which in the past has been a major cause 
of prejudice and tension. 

There are challenges presented by a multi-faith society—it means you have to think about 

your own faith and be open and understanding of the views of others.  

⇒ Some religious believers feel that religious tolerance has led to many of their beliefs 

and values being ignored.  An example of this is the decision of Oxford Council to call 

their Christmas lights “Winterval Festival” so that it was not favouring Christian groups 

The Parable of the Sheep & 
Goats says that Jesus will 
judge us on the way we treat 
each other.  “When I was hun-
gry you fed me, I was thirsty 
you gave me a drink, I was na-
ked you clothed me...” 

The UK as a multi-faith society 



Describe what is meant by a multi-
faith society... 

Issues raised about multi-

faith societies 

⇒ Living in a society that has many different religious followers within it raises some 
issues for believers.  This is particularly true when it comes to conversion, the up-
bringing of  children and interfaith marriage. 

⇒ CONVERSION - if  you believe your religion has the answer, and is correct, you 
may feel the right thing to do is to share this with other people so that they can go 
to heaven.  This might have good intentions, but can cause conflict. 

⇒ INTERFAITH MARRIAGE - For many religions, 
including Christianity to marry someone from out 
side the faith is frowned upon as it makes it hard for 
both people to follow their religion and decide 
which religion will their children belong. 

 
Problems arising in the UK - there have been a number of 
clashes between faiths which were violent.  Others argue that as 
the UK is predominantly Christian  traditions such as Christmas 
should remain an important part of UK life. 

⇒ It is generally accepted by most Christians that people should be free to follow whatever religion 
they like, or none at all.  There are three different Christian attitudes to religious freedom: 

1. Religious exclusivism—the belief that followers of Jesus Christ will go to heaven and others will 
be excluded. 

2. Religious inclusivism—the belief that all religions lead to God, but that Christianity is the only 
religion with the full truth. 

⇒ Religious pluralism teaches us to accept that all religions have a right to co-exist. 
List some of the reasons why Christians might give for saying that only their religion is right 
 
 
 
What are their attitudes towards other faiths: 

⇒ Evangelical protestants believe that Christians who have a personal relationship with Jesus will go to 
heaven and everyone will be excluded, they refer to Jesus’ instruction “I am the way the truth and the life; 
no one will come to the father except through me.” 

⇒ Roman Catholics believe that while all religions can help people to reach God, Christianity is the only re-
ligion with the full truth, this is why God sent his son to teach people that Jesus is the son of God and way 
to heaven.  They would encourage members of other faiths to convert to Christianity. 

⇒ Liberal Christians who hold pluralist views believe all religions lead to God, they are all equal in their 
ideas and no one is wrong.  Jesus never tried to convert the Jews around him and in John’s Gospel he says 
that “In my father’s house there are many rooms, and I am going to prepare a place for you.” 

Interfaith marriage and the 
bringing up of children.  If two 
members of different religions 
marry it can be a great oppor-
tunity to help those faiths un-
derstand one another - it can 
also cause conflict.. Why? 

Christian attitudes to other 

religions 



 What are the advantages and dis-

advantages of  living in a multi-

faith society[8] 

Explain why Christians should 

help to promote racial harmony. [8] 

 “Christianity is the only true religion in 

the UK.”   

In your answer refer to Christianity. 

Some people agree... [3] 

Other people might disagree... [3] 

 Why didn’t Jesus have female disciples? 

What was Jesus’ attitude towards the women 

he met? 

What is meant by discrimination? 

What is meant by ‘ethnic harmony’? 

 

 Do you think the Christian church has 

done enough to combat racism?  Give 

reasons for your answer. 

Do you think the Government has done 

enough to promote community cohe-

sion? Give reasons for your answer. 

Examination question 

Test yourself: Test yourself: Explain why there are problems having different faiths living alongside 

one another [8] 

⇒ Have you looked up what different 
faiths there are in the UK?   
⇒ What problems result when tensions 
build up between people or religious 
groups? 

Quick questions for practice 

Your own answer, write it down here: Your own answer, write it down here:     


